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For centuries, the simple monoalphabetic substitution cipher had been
sufficient to ensure secrecy. The subsequent developement of frequency anal-
ysis, first in the Arab world and then in Europe, destoryed its security. The
tragic execution of Mary Queen of Scots was a dramatic illustration of the
weaknesses of monoalphabetic substitution, and in the battle between cry-
pographers and cryptanalysts it was clear that the cryptanalysts had gained
the upper hand.


